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Changes made to
Neville Park plan
JOANNA LAVOIE
jlavoie@insidetoronto.com
The developer of a controversial
condominium in the Beach has
decided to revise the project so it
ﬁts within the guidelines of the City
of Toronto’s ofﬁcial plan.
“It’s a process that always happens. We present the idea, have
consultations, review it and move
forward,” said Dermot Sweeny of
Sweeny Sterling, Finlayson and Co.
Architects, adding he’s followed this
system successfully for 25 years
now.
Sweeny, who is collaborating on
the high-end project with partners
George Kaiser and Neheel Suleman,
initially proposed a ﬁve-storey, 16unit condominium as well as one
detached house at the foot of Neville
Park Boulevard.
The controversy lies in the fact
that Sweeny Sterling Finlayson and
Co. Architects would have to amend
the ofﬁcial plan and rezone 2 and 4
Neville Park Blvd. and 438 and 440
Lakefront Lane. They had requested
a variance of 5.4 metres in height
and 1.34 times more than the permitted density of the area.
However, on Oct. 5, the developer asked the planning department
to hold the application for 2 and
4 Neville Park Blvd. in abeyance
so that design revisions could be
made.
Sweeny, who plans on living in
the condo, said the project is being
modiﬁed to take into account community feedback such as maintaining more trees on the site as well as

reducing the development’s height
and density. “We’re looking at saving
more existing trees on the site. I
think that’s valuable and a good
thing,” he said. “A lot of comments
(from the public) seemed to focus
on the size. I certainly think five
storeys and the kind of project we
were promoting was reasonable.”
Regardless, Sweeny said his team
would be revising those details. “The
community thinks it’s too large.
We’re looking at reducing it,” he
said, noting that no ofﬁcial timeline
has been set for re-submitting the
plans to the city. “There’s a lot of
work to do. My plan is to do something that is better for the city and
the environment.”
Sweeny said he also has no intention of appealing the project at the
Ontario Municipal Board.
“It’s not how we work,” he said.
Earlier this year, the newly formed
Beach Lakefront Neighbourhood
Association, a group of local residents who have banded together
to stop the controversial housing
development from going up in the
Neville Park area, started making
their views clear about the potentially precedent-setting development.
And while the association sees
the revision as a good sign, it’s still
remaining cautious.
“We are really happy that the
developer can see he’s got a strong
opposition to the proposal,” said
spokesperson Harold Tabone. “We’re
not easing up though. We’re still
making arrangements to have all
kinds of fundraisers.”
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Less Sun = More Cod Liver Oil:
With autumn here, the days are
shorter and direct sun exposure
has decreased. For those of us
living in northern climates, this means we
are not receiving
adequate levels of
vitamin D. This also
means that existing
disease symptoms
may worsen and/or
we are at increased risk for:
■ Chronic diseases such as cancer,
heart disease, osteoporosis;
■ Depression, ulcerative colitis,
obesity;
■ Poor immunity, leading to
increased occurrence of colds and
flu;
■ Decreased energy and concentration.
A safe, fast, and simple way to
reduce these risks is to supplement with cod liver oil from midOctober to mid-April. Read more
from Kerri-Lynn LaPointe’s
Naturopathic Perspectives at
www.blogs.insidetoronto.com/naturopathic_perspectives/
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FALL FESTIVAL: Emma Helm, 7, pokes her head outside of a bouncy castle
during the Kingston Road Fall Harvest Festival Saturday. The Kingston
Road Business Association organized the festival, which included sidewalk sales and various activities for the whole family.

Riverdale Historical Society wins city award
LISA QUEEN
lqueen@insidetoronto.com
With just eight years under its belt,
the Riverdale Historical Society has
taken top honours in a prestigious
Toronto historical contest.
The society won one of two community heritage awards, given by
Heritage Toronto, one of Canada’s
largest volunteer-driven heritage
charities. The other award was given
to Scarborough’s Guild Renaissance

Group.
What’s more, the Riverdale society
was also presented with Heritage
Toronto’s members’ choice award
for 2007.
“We’re very pleased,” said society
president Gerald Whyte, who picked
up the award Monday night at a gala
at the historic Carlu event space at
Yonge and College streets. “You go in
(to the awards night) not knowing. It
was fun. It was quite exciting.”
He especially enjoyed a talk David

Mirvish gave at the gala about the
history of the Royal Alexandra
Theatre,
Despite being a new society,
Whyte said his group has quickly
grown into an active organization
that boasts ongoing lectures and
walking tours.
The society has also secured
plaques for several notable Riverdale
landmarks.
The group’s achievements caught
the eye of Heritage Toronto offi-

cials.
“Events have included monthly
lectures on a variety of topics, walking tours of the neighbourhood and
visits to Riverdale landmarks and
notable homes,” Heritage Toronto
said in a statement.
The society has no intention of
slowing down, Whyte said.
Group members are looking forward to a heritage walk on Logan
Avenue which is planned for Nov.
3.

Layton, Minna unhappy with throne speech
>>>From page 1
party leader’s position on not toppling the Conservative minority
government is a good idea.
“At this time, I don’t believe
Canadians are ready for an election.
I want to see what (the Conservative
government) is actually going to do
now,” she said, adding that holding a federal election would cost
Canadians in excess of $500 million.
“Harper needs to acknowledge
his government’s minority status
and hear amendments from the
opposition.”
Layton said that his party wants
more federal dollars for transit
systems in large urban centres. He
also said affordable housing is an
important issue the NDP wants

addressed.
“We want to see affordable housing invested in,” Layton said, noting
the throne speech points to topics
of importance to Canadians, but
offers no real action on how to deal
with those issues.
“It’s really insulting to talk of
issues that are of concern to working families, but not do something,”
he said.
Layton said the federal government should put more money
toward youth programs such as the
East York Strategy, a faith-led initiative supported by police, businesses,
schools and the community aimed
at reducing crime by addressing
the needs of at-risk children and
youth.
“It’s a terriﬁc undertaking. They

need support. That kind of thing
across our country would really help
our youth,” Layton said.
He noted a lot of good work and
great ideas were also moving forward in the House of Commons
but that several bills died when
the federal government recessed
almost a month earlier than usual
this summer.
“Harper put his foot on the
brake.”
Locally, Layton said the federal
government has a tremendous
opportunity to help shape Toronto’s
waterfront, adding he feels the
Toronto Port Authority needs to be
more accountable for its actions.
“The federal government needs
to take a step back and help with
funding (the waterfront). It’s key to

the economic success of Toronto,”
he said. “We need a recognition of
the needs of our cities. That also
didn’t come through in the throne
speech.”
Layton said Tuesday’s throne
speech contained much of the same
rhetoric as previous ones.
“We’re in favour of recycling, but
this is ridiculous,” he chuckled.
Layton said the throne speech
should have included a plan to
reduce the cost of post-secondary
education, a national pharmaceutical plan and a plan for affordable
housing, childcare and home care
for seniors.
“I’ve met so many seniors who
just need that little bit of help for a
few hours so that they can continue
to live in their homes,” he said.

Toronto Community News is hosting a number of web-only contests:
■ Win one of four Stone by Stone
audio CDs (www.bookshorts.com,
$25), deadline Sunday.
■ Win one of five copies of
Thomas’ Halloween Adventures
(www.starzhoment.com/childrens, $25), deadline Sunday.
■ Win one of two copies of The
Night Wanderer (www.annickpress.com, $11), deadline Sunday.
■ Win one of
two copies of
the Perfect
Creature
(www.foxhome.com,
$30), deadline
Sunday.
■ Win a
candle package (www.canadacandle.com, $25), deadline
Oct. 28.
■ Win the Samba Squad, Drums
We Love DVD (www.sambasquad.
com, $20), deadline Oct. 28.
■ Win a Spiderwick Chronicles
book set (spiderwick.com, $75),
deadline Oct. 28.
■ Win a copy of Maple Leafs Top
100, Toronto’s Greatest Players of
All Time (www.raincoast.com/
kids/author-mike-leonetti.html,
$50), deadline Nov. 4.
Visit insidetoronto.com for full
contest details and the complete
list of rules.

Much more...

Check us out online! We’ve got
your community news; we cover
lifestyle, sports and features;
don’t miss our online classifieds
and real estate pages; try the
daily crossword and Sudoku puzzles; and don’t forget to check
out insidetorontoauction.com. All
this is at www.insidetoronto.com

